
Program Overview
This twilight session has been designed to provide 
both an Indigenous and International (Asian) lens 
to intercultural understanding. Examples of best 
practice and both similarities and differences will 
assist to provide teachers with an understanding 
of the importance of a framework of intercultural 
understanding.

Program Details
Presenters will explore:

1. The role and importance of language in 
developing intercultural understanding. This 
will also include discussions on the different 
levels of intercultural competence depending 
on one’s language capacity

2. Worldview, window on the world - recognition 
that understanding of self is foundational to  
appreciating/understanding of the other. Elements 
of the ACARA framework for Intercultural 
Understanding will be explored including:

	 •	 recognising	culture	and	developing	respect

	 •	 interacting	and	empathising	with	others

	 •	 reflecting	on	intercultural	experiences	and	 
 taking responsibility

3. The Aboriginal concept of “walking together” 
resonates with notions of the “third space”. 
Presenters will explore intercultural curriculum 
and pedagogic frameworks that underpin 
intercultural education at both school and 
community levels.

Intercultural Understanding: a key 
capability in the multicultural world 

About the Presenters
Kathe Kirby is Executive Director of the Asialink 
Centre of The University of Melbourne and of 
the Asia Education Foundation (AEF). Asialink is 
Australia’s largest Asia-Australia institute with 
a mission to foster knowledge and networks 
between Australia and Asia. The AEF works 
nationally and internationally and is a joint activity 
of Asialink and Education Services Australia, 
established by the Australian Government in 
1992 to lead, promote and support the studies of 
Asia in Australian schools as part of developing a 
curriculum relevant to Australians – and Australia  
- in the twenty-first century. Through the AEF Kathe 
has worked in and with China, Japan, South Korea, 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Indonesia, 
India, the USA and New Zealand. 

 Kathe has a background in school education 
with a focus on innovation in education. In 2001 
Kathe Kirby was awarded a Churchill Fellowship 
to investigate internationalizing curriculum in 
the USA, UK, Japan and Republic of Korea. She 
is a Board member of the Foundation for Young 
Australians and the Australia Malaysia Institute, 
and a consultant to the Global Education Leaders 
Program. Ms Kirby is a regular contributor to 
the media on issues related to Asia literacy in 
Australian schools.

Dr Eeqbal Hassim is Senior Manager, Australian 
Curriculum and Research, at the Asia Education 
Foundation, with consulting expertise in intercultural 
education and Islamic education. He works closely  
with ACARA as member of its General Capabilities 
Advisory Group, member of the Asia and Australia’s  
engagement with Asia cross-curriculum priority 
Advisory Panel, and cross-curriculum priority 
advisory member for all learning areas/subjects. 

Wednesday 5 June 2013 
5.00pm - 7.30pm  

RSVP Wednesday 29 May 2013

professional learning workshops for  teachers and school leaders

His previous resource development projects 
include Learning from One Another, which has 
been listed in UNESCO digests and has the official 
patronage of the Australian Commission for 
UNESCO, and Difference Differently, a DEEWR-
funded resource on intercultural understanding 
produced by Together for Humanity. A well-
published author, Eeqbal’s work in intercultural 
education has been profiled both nationally and 
internationally in major newspapers.

Pam Russell has had extensive teaching/
leadership and (since 1990) consulting, experience 
in primary, secondary and tertiary settings. There 
has been a significant emphasis on change 
management using a participatory approach that 
facilitates commitment.

Pam was a consultant for the Centre for 
Applied Educational Research at the University 
of Melbourne for the Middle Years Research 
and Development (MYRAD) Project and for the 
Innovation and Best Practice Project. Since 
2000 Pam has worked with/for members of the 
Indigenous community. She is a member of the 
Worawa Academic Reference Group

Lois Peeler is a Yorta Yorta Elder, and Executive 
Director of Worawa Aboriginal College. Positions 
Lois has held in the past include Chair of Aboriginal  
Tourism Australia, Chairperson ATSIC Regional 
Council for two consecutive terms, Former 
Director of Indigenous Land Corporation, as well 
as Federation of Aboriginal Women National 
Convenor (1982 -1983), Former Member Victorian 
Women’s Advisory Council, Founding Member, 
Koorie Women Mean Business.

Venue
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82 Jolimont Street 
East Melbourne VIC 3002 
(Melways Ref 2G B6)
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Presented by Kathe Kirby and Dr Eeqbal Hassim,  
with Pam Russell and Lois Peeler

4.30pm Registration and afternoon tea
5.00pm Introduction
5.15pm Kathe Kirby and Dr Eeqbal Hassim: An Asian/

International Lens on Intercultural Understanding
6.15pm Lois Peeler and Pam Russell: An Aboriginal/

Indigenous Lens on Intercultural Understanding
7.15pm Question time
7.30pm Conclusion

TWILIGHT SESSION

INDIGENOUS EDUCATION
FOCUS GROUP


