
Twelve women reflect on their personal and professional journeys to 
school leadership, the barriers they have overcome, the successes they 
have achieved and what they have learned along the way. The stories 
that they tell about their experiences, and the advice that they offer to 
those who might follow in their footsteps, provide inspiration for any 
teacher who might aspire to school leadership – or who may not have 
considered that possibility previously.

This unique collection was compiled by Dr Jim Watterston, Chief 
Executive of the Department of Education and Training (DET) in the 
Australian Capital Territory, who invited and encouraged the writers 
to share their stories. In his foreword he encourages prospective 
school leaders to consider their own futures in light of what these 
successful women have to say.

Dr Barbara Watterston, Deputy Director at the Centre for Strategic 
Education, also provides an overview of the context for women in 
school leadership, taking into account the findings from research 
both in Australia and overseas.
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“These stories will make 
you think, laugh out loud,  
weep, reflect on your 
own career journey and,  
challenge pre-conceptions 
but, most of all, inspire 
you.”
Dr Kathy Lacey, Director  
Right Angles Consulting

“Women are a key  
resource in all educational 
communities. This book is 
a ‘must read’ for all those 
who wish to move up and 
expand their leadership. 
Within these covers lies 
a template for leadership 
success shared by women  
who have walked the 
path themselves.”
D Trinidad Hunt, Executive 
Director Elan Enterprises LLC 
and President of the Trinidad Hunt 
Publishing Group

“These stories continually  
paint pictures of personal 
humility and intense 
professional will. 
Inspirational and self 
effacing, they are the 
substance of the powerful 
conversations that need 
to be had around what 
matters in leadership.”
Jenny Lewis, CEO Australian 
Council for Educational Leaders

“For women, we find, 
the principal’s role is 
exhilarating, deeply 
satisfying, and leading to 
‘big picture’ professional 
ventures. This book is 
not only entertaining 
but it will also kill some 
stereotypes.”
Emeritus Professor Hedley  
Beare AM, Graduate School  
of Education, The University  
of Melbourne
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