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Seminar Series No. 225  ISSN 1838-8558  ISBN 978-1-921823-40-4

Gifted students as expert+ knowers: A teaching friendly model of gifted knowing and understanding?    
By John Munro  

Dr Munro discusses what high-ability learning looks like and argues that too often there is a lack of differentiation in the 
teaching of gifted and talented students in regular classrooms. He outlines frameworks for describing how individuals know 
and understand, examines the characteristics of high-ability learning and achievement, and explains the concept of the ‘expert 
knower’ and the ‘expert+ model’, in relation to gifted knowing and thinking. He concludes that this model helps improve our 
knowledge and leads directly to pedagogic and curriculum differentiation. This paper is the first of a two-paper set on the topic 
by Dr Munro, to be published by CSE in 2013.

Seminar Series No. 226  ISSN 1838-8558  ISBN 978-1-921823-41-1

Paradigm shift: Defining and designing world-class education    
By Yong Zhao   

Prof Yong Zhao summarises, adapts and updates themes developed in his 2012 book World Class Learners: Educating Creative 
and Entrepreneurial Students. He argues that today’s education is inadequate for preparing tomorrow’s citizens, with curricula 
commonly standardised to fit international tests, and an employee-oriented paradigm of education that is outdated and inflexible, 
in an age when creativity and entrepreneurship are increasingly in demand. He outlines a new paradigm of entrepreneur-oriented 
education, which he believes is needed if we are to achieve world-class schooling, and concludes that fundamentally his paper is 
about respecting children as human beings; and about supporting, not suppressing, their passion, curiosity and talent. 

Occasional Paper No. 131  ISSN 1838-8566  ISBN 978-1-921823-42-8

An ‘Intercultural understanding’ view of the Asia priority: Implications for the Australian Curriculum     
By Eeqbal Hassim  

Dr Hassim, from the Asia Education Foundation, reflects on the development and implementation of the Australian Curriculum 
and discusses the place and role of cross-curriculum priorities and general capabilities. He comments on the imperative for an 
Intercultural understanding view of the Asia priority within the Australian Curriculum and explores the implications for teaching 
and learning, as well as how Australian schools in general are approaching the need to develop Asia-capable young Australians. 
He concludes that there are multiple curriculum entry points for intercultural understanding and deep, meaningful treatment of 
the Asia priority, and that the challenge ahead is how well these dots are joined together for teachers and school leaders.        
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