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Seminar Series No. 235  ISSN 1838-8558  ISBN 978-1-921823-55-8

Australia’s national curriculum: A step in the right direction?        
By William Louden  

Professor Louden begins with an overview of the Australian Curriculum’s claims to quality, discussing factors including 
international comparisons; national consistency; and the process of curriculum development. He then focuses on questions 
of balance in History, the basics and the cross-curriculum priorities. Finally, he considers specific implementation issues, 
of overcrowding of the curriculum; resource sharing; assessment; and the timing of the Review. He draws directly upon 
and comments on public domain submissions to the Review, particularly relating to the Foundation–Year 10 curriculum, 
which is currently being implemented in all states and territories.  

Seminar Series No. 236  ISSN 1838-8558  ISBN 978-1-921823-56-5

Educators as designers: New systems to scale deep learning       
By Nelson R González      

Nelson González, Chief Strategy Officer of Declara, a global collaborative learning analytics platform, believes the key 
problems for reforming education are about design, not implementation, and that planned incremental change will not be 
enough to overcome them. A new system design is needed – generated through self-organisation and attention to emergence. 
Its success will depend on teachers, school leaders, administrators, policy makers and community activists who understand 
they must act, every day, simultaneously as ‘hospice workers’ to dying structures whose utility has largely passed, and as 
‘midwives’ to emerging systems whose form is not yet fully defined. He discusses examples from Innovation Lab Network 
in the USA, and from Declara’s work in Mexico and Australia. 

Occasional Paper No. 136  ISSN 1838-8566  ISBN 978-1-921823-57-2

Meeting the challenge of 21st century schooling        
By Vic Zbar   

On the back of a growing discourse about the future of schooling, explored from varied perspectives in recent CSE publications, 
Vic Zbar reflects on what the future holds and how its challenges can be addressed. He argues the need is urgent, since the 
time scale for paradigm shifts has reduced dramatically – particularly because of exponential technological and societal 
change. In this context, our own children cannot conceive of the world into which we were born. He identifies and explores 
some of the ‘known knowns and unknowns’ that we need to face, as well as the actions required to tackle what is as yet 
completely unknown, and comments on the implications for schooling.           
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